Syphilis in an urban community.
Recent reports of changes in the epidemiology of syphilis prompted a review of syphilis in our urban community. All records of positive syphilis serology reported to the City of Scarborough Health Department between 1990-94 were reviewed for key epidemiological variables. While infectious stages of syphilis were reported more often among young adults, incidence for all stages increased among successive age groups, with a male/female ratio of 1.0. One in five cases were identified during immigration screening, with a disproportionate number of cases immigrating from the Caribbean, Africa and Subcontinental India. Overall, the incidence of syphilis decreased during the study. However, a correlation of 0.95 was found between the provincial incidence of syphilis and number of tests ordered. The observed decrease in syphilis, therefore, may represent a decrease in detection owing to lack of testing.